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Ayre

Reviewed in issue 64

Ayre has a giant-killer reputation with
preamps like the K-1xe, but in the
companys KX-R agship preampli er,
it has built a bigger, better giant than
most. There are precious few world-
classpreampli ers, but this deceptively
simple-looking single-box design
holdsone of the mostuncompromising
balanced and single-ended line
preamps on the market today

Hewn out of a 75lb billet of
aluminium, the 21lb chassisends up
being one of the most rigid on the
market. Inside is a true dual mono
design with separate volume and
source selection controls, while the
Variable Gain Transimpedance circuit
improvesupon the alreadyoutstanding
performance of the stepped Shallco
attenuators in the K-1xe preamp,
making this one of the nest low-level
preamps in history

Thosewho think Americanamps
are big, lazyand slow sounding will be
in for a shock. This preamp has one
of the most accurate tonal balances
with bandwidth, speed and precision
to match. An obvious partner for the
excellent Arre MX-R monoblock power
ampli ers, the combination brings its
own rewards, asit seemsthe preamp
getsto nd apower ampli er that can
keep pace.If you want the ultimate in
high resolutionsoundand are prepared
to build a systemwithout compromise,
this is one of the best choicesin the
preampli er stakes.“Thisthing is a joy
to own and a joy to use,”we said...
andthat canbe saidof surprisinglyfew
truely rst-rate preamps.

Manufactured by Ayre Acoustics Inc
Net: www.ayre.com

Distributed by Symmetry Systems
Tetl: +44(0)1727 865488

Net. www.symmetry-systems.co.uk
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reamplifier of the year
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Highly Commended
conrad-johnson The GRA
Reviewed in issue 67

Price: £19,500

Manufactued by conrad-johnson
Net: www.conrad-johnson.com
Distributed by Audiofreaks

Net: www.audiofreaks.co.uk

Tel: +44(0)208 948 4153

Highly Commended Belles LA-01
Reviewed in issue 67

Price: £6,000

Manufactured by Power Modules Irc
Net: www.powermodules.com
Distributed by Coheent Systems
Net: www.coheent-systems.co.uk
Tel: +44(0)1684 593085




